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that our service personnel and their families
deserve. It funds the procurement of sophis-
ticated weapons to make sure our troops can
be certain of victory, no matter how uncer-
tain the future.

Our military leaders understand that to-
morrow’s force must be agile, effective, and
lean, not only in its personnel but in its oper-
ations. Secretary Cohen, working with Gen-
eral Shelton and General Ralston, has put
together a far-reaching defense reform initia-
tive to revolutionize the way we do the busi-
ness of defense, streamlining operations,
spurring competition, emphasizing effi-
ciency. If our Armed Forces are to have the
training, the readiness, the equipment, the
personnel to man the frontiers of freedom
abroad, Congress must do its part by making
tough choices here at home. That includes
closing down bases we no longer need, strip-
ping away excess infrastructure, not adding
funds for unneeded or lower priority
projects.

Let our common commitment be to sup-
port our troops. Let that be the bottom line.
And let us uphold in the future, as well as
the past, the legacy of our American leader-
ship.

Earlier today, as I walked into my meeting
with our CINC’s and members of the Joint
Chiefs, I saw emblazoned on the wall a quote
from General George Marshall. It read, ‘‘We
are now concerned with the peace of the en-
tire world. And the peace can only be main-
tained by the strong.’’ Those words are no
less true today than the day they were spoken
by General Marshall. America’s leadership is
no less imperative today than the day Gen-
eral Marshall spoke those words. Our
strength is every bit as important. But more
than just maintaining the peace, now we have
a chance to shape the future, to build a world
more secure, more prosperous than any we
have ever known, to give our children a world
that our own parents could not even have
dreamed of.

Our Nation will continue to look to our
Armed Forces to pursue that historic mis-
sion. And I know, because of people like you,
our Armed Forces will never let us down.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. in Baruch
Auditorium, Eisenhower Hall at Fort McNair. In
his remarks, he referred to President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on the Bombing of a
Family Planning Clinic in
Birmingham, Alabama
January 29, 1998

I strongly condemn the senseless violence
that claimed the life of an off-duty police offi-
cer, and injured others, in Birmingham, Ala-
bama this morning.

This bombing was an unforgivable act that
strikes at the heart of the constitutional free-
doms and individual liberties all Americans
hold dear. It is specifically in order to protect
those liberties that I signed into law legisla-
tion that makes it a Federal crime to interfere
with a woman exercising her constitutional
right to visit a women’s health center. We
will continue to enforce that law to its fullest
extent—and to protect our Nation’s family
planning clinics.

Federal agents are already in Birmingham
to assist local law enforcement officials in
bringing the perpetrators of this terrible
crime to justice.

Hillary and I join all Americans in sending
our thoughts and prayers to the families and
friends of the victims.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Trademark Law Treaty and
Documentation
January 29, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for advice and consent

to ratification, the Trademark Law Treaty
done at Geneva October 27, 1994, with Reg-
ulations. The Treaty was signed by the
United States on October 28, 1994. I also
transmit for the information of the Senate,
the report of the Department of State with
respect to the Treaty, accompanied by a de-
tailed analysis of the Treaty and Regulations,
prepared by the Department of State and the
Patent and Trademark Office of the Depart-
ment of Commerce.
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